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TMEPIAHWH: H avalfitnon g mpoéheuong twv 1atpl-
KOV Opwv TIOU Xpnaolgorolodvtal otnv kabnuepivi
npd&n anotelel pia Siadikaoia mou Eexkivd amd to anw-
Tepo TIaperddv. "Hon ota ounpikd €nn mepiAapBdvo-
vial AéEeIg TTou avagEépovtal oty Ke@air) kar otov
TPAXNAO, TTOMEG amd TG oTTofeg €xouv eMPIVOEl e
kdmola pop@r] otg olyxpoveg yAwooeg. Téoo iatpof
600 Kal PINGCOPOI €XOUV aoxoAnBel e TV eTupolo-
yia tng oxeuKknq 1aTpIKG opoloyiag oe cuyypdupata
kar Ae€ikd. H mapouoa epyaoia kataypdgel ETUPOAOYI-
KEG TIPOTACEIG YA TOUG avatopikolg Opoug NG Kepa-
MG Kal Tou TpaxiAou ToU PMopoUV va amoTeEAEcOUV
xprioipo PorBnua yia tov otopatikd kai yvabormpoow-
TS XeIpoupYO.

AEZEIX KAEIAIA: stupoloyia, kepahr, TodxnAog.

SUMMARY: The search for the origin of medical terms
used in everyday practice has started since the distant
past. Words that refer to the head and the neck can be
found as early as in the Homeric epics; many of these
have survived in some form in modem languages. Both
doctors and philosophers have been concerned with
the etymology of medical terminology in studies and
dictionaries. This paper presents etymological sugges-
tions for the anatomical terminology of the head and
the neck as a useful aid to the oral and maxillofacial sur-
geon.
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EIZAITQrH

To mpwto apxaio olyypapua Tou aoxoABnke pe TV
gtupoloyia twv AéEewv eival o MAdTwvIKOG SidAoyog
Kpatihog mou aoxoAeftar pe v opBdtnta twv ovo-
pdtwv (Peraki-Kyriakidou, 2002). 2to &idhoyo avapé-
petal ou:
«to Ovoua elvar dpyavo SibaokaAikd. To xpnoiuo-
roioupe yia va dibdéoupe kai yia va Siakpivoupe
... yia va &exwpiloupe v ouolia Twv meayudtwy
e tov idio tpdro, orrou n odita Eexwpilel To Upa-
opax» (MAdtwvog Kpatihog, BIPA. A, kep. 17, ap.
12, ptop. I. Kevrpwtrig, 2001).
Ané v enoxr] tou Oprjpou kataBdMetar mpoomdbeia
OVOHATOAOYIag TwV avatopikwv popiwv. Me to idio
Bépa Ba aoxoAnBolv apydtepa iatpol (Immokpatikof,
Poupog Epéaiog, FaAnvdg, Apetaiog, Opeidoiog k.d.),
@IN6oopol (APIOTOTEANG), aMd kai didpopor oxoAia-
OTEG OE OUYYPAUNATa PEAETNG Kal EQPNVEIaq Twy TToIn-
TKwv AéEewv. To 1865 o Daremberg katéypaye 132
avatopIkoUg OPOUG TIOU avapéPovVal OTd OUnPEIKd £1N
(Daremberg, 1865).
2komdg autig TG HEAENG eival va mapouciactolyv
ETUHOAOYIKEG TTPOTACEIS YIA TOUG AvATOIKOUG OPOUG
KEPAANG Kal Tpaxrjhou Tou epeavi¢oval otov Ounpo,
moMof and toug omoioug emPIBVoOuUV O SUYXPOVOUG
IaTPIKOUG 6poug pe dIEBvr) amodoxr Kal epappovh.

YAIKO KAl ME©OOAOZ

>tov [Mivaka mapouoidlovial MPOTdoelg ETUPOASYN-
ongG 36 opnEIKWV AéEewv, oI oToleg avagépovtal og
avatopika popia ke@ahig kar tpaxnihou. O1 mpotdoeig
QUTEG TPoEpxovTal amd AeEIKA Kar AANeG TyES Slapod-
pwv TepIddwv. Eivar evoiapépov ot TOMEG Aé€eic tng
olyxpovng eMnVIkrG aMd kar tng Siebvolg opoloyiag
efval mapamAioieg e TIG OPNPIKEG AEEEIC OTIG oTTolEg
yivetar avagopd.

KovooAdxkn E. kar ouv./Konsolaki E. et al.

INTRODUCTION

The first ancient text to discuss the derivation of words
is Plato’s dialogue Cratylus, which is concerned with the
accuracy of names (Peraki-Kyriakidou, 2002). In the dia-
logue it is stated that:
"“A name, then, is an instrument of teaching and of
separating reality, as a shuttle is an instrument of
separating the web" (Plato, Cratylus, 388b, trans. H.
N. Fowler, 1921).
From Homer's time onwards, efforts have been made
to provide a nomenclature of the parts of the body.
The subject later preoccupied doctors (Hippocratics,
Rufus of Ephesus, Galen, Aretaeus, Oribasius and oth-
ers), philosophers (Aristotle), and also various com-
mentators on texts conceming the study and interpre-
tation of poetic terms. In 1865, Daremberg recorded
32 anatomical terms mentioned in Homer's epics
(Daremberg, 1865).
The aim of this paper is to present etymological sug-
gestions for the anatomical terms for the head and
neck which appear in Homer, many of which survive in
internationally-accepted modern medical terms.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The table below sets out suggested etymologies for 36
Homeric terms, referring to various anatomical parts of
the head and neck. These suggestions are drawn from
dictionaries and other sources of various periods. It is
interesting that many words in modern Greek and even
international terminology are similar to the Homeric
words examined here.

Nivakag: Etupoloyia Twv avatoulkwy 0pwv KEPAAAG Kal TpaxAou

Ovopacia
Mpatn avagpopd

Etupohoyia/
mapetupoloyia

BiBMioypaepia

Kegpahi amd v vdogupwdiki pica
(pe TV évvoia Tou atépovy, *ghebh(e)l => ke@dh (onp.l)
TIPOCWTTOU:

I\T 227 © 281, A 55,
> 82, O6. A 557, 6 262)

fi and to kap@alr
(kdppeabal = Enpaiveabar),

Mmapmvitn, Etuporoyikd Aeiko, oeh. 671
MeAetiou, [epi g Tou avBpwmou
Kataokeurig, oeA. 52

Qpiwvog, Mepf etuporoyicy, el 81

(ue T onuaoia g Cwng: I\
A 162, P 242, O6. B 237)

emeidr] eival Enpd kai
00TeWdNg

Kdpa (n/to0)

(IwviKdG TUToG:

n kdpn = n kepakr)
(IN-A'530,T 43, A 261)

kéra (= qr...x), ¢p0 toa tetricisqai

A kr£ta (¢pO toa krftoj),
emeidr] kuBepvd (exel edpdletal o voug Tou
KuBepvd TV Yuxr)

Méya Etuporoyikdv Ae€ikdy, oeh. 45
Mehetiou, [epf TG Tou avBpwrou kataokeu-
G OeA. 52
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Kpaviov ané v Ivdoeupwaikr pica *ker-0- (kegdh), | Mnapmviot), Etupodoyiké Ae€ikd, oeh. 728
(A © 84) and o kpaivelv = BaciAelelv Tou Ghou owpa- | Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,

T0G oeh. 342

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 535

fj and to kdpa = Kapaveiov Zwvapd, Lexicon, oeA. 1255
Mpdocwmno TPOG WIa: PMPOCTd otd pdtia = T MPWTOo MNavralidou, Ae&ikdv Ounpikdy, oeA. 561
(AN 212, 1373, (pavopevo PEPOG Tou avBpwivou owPAatog Mmapmvidtn, Etupoloyikd Ae€ikd, oeh. |18
> 240 147, Méya Etupohoyikév Aegikdy, oeh. 691
03. 0 192, x 405, 1} and 1o MPAow Toug Wag éxelv (emeidr >kapAdrou Bulavtiou, Ae§ikd tg EMnvikrig

Hai660u ‘Epya kar Huépa
62)

povo to avBpwivo TPACWITO EXEl TOUG
o@BaAuolc umpootd kar Oxi ota mAdyia)

Mdaoong, oeh. 1203
Qpiwvog, [epl etuporoyicy, oeh. 94

TpdxnAog €K TOU TPéXw, AGyw Twv Taxeidv autol kivfoewv | Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,

(Eupmidou oeA. 533

Ikéudeg ot. 716) i ek Tou Tpaxug + fAog (0 Tpaxelc HAoug Méya Etupoloyikdv Aegikdv, oeh. 764
éxwv), Nstidej glr tO m3roj toato

Auxtjv €K ToU 6X0G (dpua), € ‘ou OXEfal N KePar Méya Etupoloyikév Aegikdy, oeA. |74

(N H 12,08. k 559, Hoi-
Sou ‘Epya kai Huépar 813)

f} a6 1o alemQj (= Enpdg o),
(alw = Enpaivw) — aUcm34n — aUc¥n, D
kat£xhroj tOpoj toa sématoj

1 TaPd TO QUXEW = KAUXWpal

Zwvapd, Lexicon, ogA. 342
MNavratidou, Ae&ikdv Opnpikdy, aeh. | 15

AvBepewv
(o umé 1o yévelo TOTOC)
(N A501 372,E 293)

and 1o avBew, emedr| ekel kupiwg au&dvouv
(avBouv) ol tpixeg Tou yeveiou.

MNavratidou, Aeikdv Opnpikdy, aeh. 70
Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 174

BAépapov

(Awpikdg Timog: YAEpapov)
(INK 187, O8 1 389,

0 490, ¥ 33, u 54,
Aloxtlou Ayapépvay |5,
>opokhéoug Avuyovn 1302,
Eupmidou Kikhay 673)

€K ToU PAEMW

A BAemréapov = BAépapov amd Tic AEeic
«ron ka" bl3pefij), emeid a,rouminou altod
™p" 1] ¥nw blSpomen

Chantraine, Dictionnaire etymologique, ogA. |80
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv tng EMnvikrig
Mwaoong, |, oeh. 494

Mavralidou, Ae€ikév Opnpixkdy, oeh. 128
Méya Etupoloyikdv AeEikdy, oeh. 199
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oeh. 27

Bpexpdg

(I\ E 586)

- Bpéypa
Batpaxopuopaxia 231)

Bpéxw, TO MPWTO PEPOC TNG KEPAAG TIoU
Bpéxetal ot Ppoxr| i emeidn 1o o0otd autd
Bpaditepov ooteoutal, wote eival uypd Kal
amahd.

Chantraine, Dictionnaire etymologique, o€A. 195
Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 212
Qpiwvog, Mepl etupoloyicy, oeh. 34
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv g EMnvikrg
Mwoong, |, ogh. 507

2kapAdtou Bulavtiou, Ae&ikd g EMnvikrg
yAwoong, oeh. 237

lvaBog mointikol Tumor:
FvaBuog (O8. 0 29, u 347,
Eupmidou Mrdeia 1201)
lévug (I\ A 416, O6. A 320)

mBavdv and to yvaprtdg (Kapmog) =
N KAPmtOpevn olayov

Meéya Etupoloyikdv Aegikov, oeh. 235, 297
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
aeh. 297

Zwvapd, Lexicon, oeh. 444

FAfvn

(n KSpn Tou o@BaAuoU Kai
6hog o BoABdG)

(I\. = 494, O8.1390)

yAaloow = Adpmw

yAaukamg = ovopacia g ABnvdg (Ax. IA. A
206, B 166), n éxouoa Aapmepoug opBalpols

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 233
Mavtatidou, Ae€ikdv Ounpikdy, oeA. 141

Maooa
(O6&. vy 332, 341, Hoib0u
‘Epya kai Hpépai 707)

mBavov ek Tou yAwxig = aixpr|
"H " @pO gnisin ¥gousa t| ™n tl diano...v

Chantraine, Dictionnaire etymologique, oeh. 230
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv g EMnvikiig
Mwaoong, Ill, oeh. 535

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aekikdv, aeh. 235

Eyképalog

(I\.T 300, ©& 1290, 1 458,
Apiotopdvoug

Nepéheg 1276)

Toépog 12, No 2, 201 1/Vol 12, No 2, 201 |

0 &v ke@alr (evtdg G kepaic)
"H par{ tO ™ke« kecsqai t] f£n (o1 o@Bauol)

Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv tng EMnvikrig
Mwoong, II, oeh. 21|

Mavtatidou, Ae€ikdv Opunpikdy, oel.1 79
Mévya Etupoloyikév Ae€ikdy, oeA. 310
Qpiwvog, [Mepl etuporoyiwy, aeh. 57
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Emoxuviov

(IN P 136,
Apiotopdvoug
Bdrpaxor 823,
Oeokpitou EidUMia 24)

amd ) pia ZKY — okitog — okihov = 6éppa,
kat] met£gesin toa | e,j n)

Emi+ okUvia (= oppUec) TO per’ tj Nfraj
dSrma

emi+okilw (= KatooueIdlw)

KovooAdkn E. kai ouv./Konsolaki E. et al.

Chantraine, Dictionnaire etymologique, oeh. 360
Mavtalidou, Ae€ikév Opnpikdy, oeh. 237
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oeh. 505

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, oeh. 364
>kapAdrou Bulavtiou, Ae&ikd T EMnvikrig
lwaoong, oeA. 508

Iviov
(N E73,=495)

IoViov €K ToU IG = MAaTy velpo, emeidr) anod
exel epvouv ol iveg (= ta velpa)

Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oeh. 290

Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae€ikdv tg EMnvikrig
Mwaong, II, ogh. 529

2kapAdrou Bulavtiou, Ae&ikd T EMnvikrig
Maoong, oeh. 625

Qpiwvog, Mepl etupoloyidy, oeh. 76
Mehetiou [epf TG Tou avBpwmou KAtaokeung
oeh. 54

Kpdtagog
(IA. A 502, O 609,
06. A 319, 0 378)

niapd v képony (kOrsafoj- kOrtafoj-krOtafo))

Kpotog + emfdnua -gog
Oti kroUousi t3n if3%n pallOmenoi,

A Oti B krouOmenoj e,j aUtOn, tffon cece,
ka” cemplhktoj g...netai

[Mavratidou, Aeikdv Opunpikdy, oeh. 376
Mmapmviatn, Etuporoyikéd Ae€ikd, oeA. 735
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae€ikdv g EMnvikrig
M\waoong, Il, oeh. 781

Mehetiou, [epf g Tou avBpwmou
Kataokeur|g, oeA 54

Mévya Etupohoyikdv Aegikdy, oeA. 541

Aaiyog Apoc = xdopa, fdpabpo >kaphdrou BuCavtiou, Ae§ikd tg EMnvikrig

(IN N 388, T 209, Maoong, oeh. 778

O8. x 15) f} and 1o Adelv = amohatenv Mavragidou, Ae€ikdv Opunpikdy, oeh. 384
Qpiwvog, Mepl etuporoyidy, ogh. 94

A par! tO I£ptw=kat| d...yhj fligomai. Méya Etupohoyikdv Aegikdy, oeh. 558

Aeipn Sépw (= yOépvw) Méya Etupoloyikév Ae&ikdy, oeA. 262

(opunpikr AéEn yia to Aaid) | To pépog dmou apxiCel n ekdopd Twv (Hwv Mehetiou, [epf tng Tou avBpwmou

(INT 371, N 202, kataokeurg oeA. 91

Od. y 208) Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oeh. 341

Aaukavin amd  pica Aan/hag = Aapuoow = katanivw | Méya EtupoAoyikéy Aegikdy, oeh. 558

(opnpikr AéEN yia To Aaipd)
(IN. X 325)

am\iotws
(Aapuypdg = Aaipapyia )

>kapAdtou Bulavtiou, Ae&ikd T EMnvikrig
Maoong, ogA. 783

Métwmov
(NN 615, O 102,
170, 1798, W 396)

pet(a) + g (= pdu, 6yn)

A e Tou @psrwpon = tO @per toYj dpaj On.

Mavtagidou, Aegikdv Opnpikdy, oeh. 423
Mmapmvietn, Etupoloyikd Aegiko, oeh. 853
Méya Etupohoyikév Ae&ikdy, oeA. 581
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv tng EMnvikig
Mwaoong, Ill, oeh. 149

MeAetiou, [epl tg Tou avBpwmou kataokeurig
oeh. 54

Daremberg, La medicine dans Homere, aeA. 40

Odoug

(otov Opnpo kar Holodo
amavid wg €pKoG 0dOVIWY)
(I\. A 350, 1. 409,

06. a 64, y 230)

amd  pita AA (¢dw = Tpwyw) 1
(8aiw = xwpiCw, Koppatdlw)

Mavtalidou, Ae€ikév Opnpikdy, oeh. 423
Méya Etupohoyikdv Aegikdy, oeA. 615
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv g EMnvikrig
Maoong, Ill, ogh. 270

‘Oppa
(NT 217, O8. € 492)
(onp. 2)

and tn pi¢a O (6mua —
oppdtio — pdu)

Mmapmviatn, Etupoloyikd Ae€ikd, oeh. 974
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae€ikdv tg EMnvikrig
Mwaong, Ill, ogh. 306

Mavtalidou, Ae€ikév Opnpikdy, oeh. 466

O@pBalpdg

(I Q 20406. T 211,
Apiotopdvoug
Nepéeg 363)

amd 1t pica O (o@BaAyol = ol Twv omwv
Bdhapor)

Mmapmvicdt, EtupoAoyiké Ae€iké, aeh. 1010
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv tng EMnvikic
Mwaang, Ill, ogh. 391

[Mavracidou, Ae&ikdv Opunpikdy, oeh. 492
Zwvapd, Lexicon, oeA. 1489
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Oug

(Kpnt. & Aakwv. aug -
autiov) (IA. M 442, A 109,
> 272, X 454, K 535, O6.
200, Aioxtdou [MNépaar 605,
>opokiéoug Avtiyovn | 188)

€K TOU alw = Qwvalw = adaj- tropl toa a e,]
0:043j

(ta outia — ta agud)

105

Meéya Etupodoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 639
Mmapmvidtn, Etupodoyikd Ae€ikd, oeh. 245
Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv tng EMnvikrig
Mdaoong, IIl, oA 385

Ogppug
(N 11 740, N 88, A 528,
08. 11 164)

¢pOfruej, of toYj dpaj ppoupolv (Tpoctatey-
ouv Ta pduia and o vepd G Ppoxrig Kar Tov
15pWTa)

A cpofrlUej of ™p” tin ¢pin (0pBahpwv)
fuOmeno.

Méya Etupoloyikév Aegikdy, oeh. 644
Qpiwvog, Mepl etuporoyiwy, ceA. |17
Zwvapd, Lexicon, ogA. 1490

Mapeid

(INT 35 O8.8 153
Aioxthou [épaar 400,
>opokhéoug Avuiyovn 783,
1239)

€K TNG MPoBEoewg mapd + eipi = To MAdiVo
TOU TTPOCWITOU

Liddell-Scott, Méya Ae&ikdv g EMnvikrig
Mwaong, Ill, oeh. 476

2KkapAdtou Budavtiou, Aegikd g EMnvikrig
Maoong, oeh. 1012

Pig
(IN E 291, O8. & 445)

€K ToU péw, OIGTI KATEPXOVTal Ta TIEPITTHPATa
MG KeQalvig

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 704

Ztépa

(Swpikdg Timog otipa)

(I\. = 467, ©eokpitou EIGUM-
Na 29 ot. 25)

Tepvw — tOma — stoma (pe 8o onpaofeg; di
aUtoa tSmnontai ¢ sit...a A tO mOno tetmh-
ms3no msrog tAj Oyew;j

Méya Etuporoyikdv Ae€ikdv, aeh. 728
Mavtatidou, Ae€ikdv Opunpikdy, oeh. 597
Qpiwvog, Mepl etuporoyidy, oeA. 145
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oel. 512

Zwvapd, Lexicon, ogA. 1678

Zpdvdulog
(IA. Y 483) (onp. 3)

ané 1o eoixBai

Meéya Etupodoyikdv Aegikdv, aeh. 739
Zwvapd, Lexicon, ogA. 1695

Ynepwa and twv unepdwy olkodopnudtwy (umép v | Qpiwvog, Mepl etuporoyiwy, el 145, 155
(I\. X 495) épav = yn) Méya Etupoloyikdv Aegikdy, aeh. 780

f umép + epwr] = oppr| (amd exel oppdtal n

Pogry)
Ynaomov uné + oy To umd Toug oeBaAoUC PEPOC Mavtalidou, Aegikdv Ounpikdy, oeh. 656
(A M 463) (Chywpa) Mévya Etupoloyikdv Ae€ikdy, oeh. 784
®dea and mn pita DA (pdw = Munw, eéyyw) = o | Mavtadidou, Aegikdv Ounpikdy, ceA. 661

(opnpikr) ovopacia
v opBaipwv)
(O&.1 15, p 39, 1417)

Aapmepol opBaAuof

Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum,
oeh. 547

MeAetiou, [Mepi TG Tou avBpwmou Kataokeurig
ot 68

®dpuyg
(O8. 1373, 1 480,
Eupmidou Kikdwy 215)

Ané ) pita AP, pdpw = oxiCw T yn e
Gpotpo - pdpayg
f} ano 1o PEPw (PEPETal TO TVeUQ)

Méya Etupoloyikdv Aegikdy, oeh. |60
MNavtadidou, Ae€ikdv Opnpikdv, oe. 662
Qpiwvog, Mepl etuporoyiwy, oeA. 161

Xeiog
(I\. X 495,08. ¢ 21
Apiotopdvoug Axapvrig 459)

amd 1 pia XA — xdCopal
(xaivw - xdokw)

[Navradidou, NAegikdv Opunpikdy, oeA. 686
Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, oeh. 81 |

Qy
(ZopBahpdg, oyic) (IA. |
373, O 147, O8&. x 405)

2npeIvoEeIg

1} Tapd to xalelv Adyoug
omw = BAEMw

Méya Etuporoyikdv Aegikdv, oeh. 81 |

. H koivrj piCa *ghebh(e)l oe kdBe vdogupwrdikr] yAdooa Tirpe dlapopetikég Hop@eg: otn Aativik caput, atnv ftakikr capo, otnv Apxaia ep-
pavikr gebal, oty Apxaia Zrkavdivapikr gafl (uétwmo), otn Motk haubit, otnv AyyAikr head, ot leppaviki haupt K.d.

2. Oaoe: Opnpikr ovopacia twv o@Baluwv oto Suikd apiBud (I\. N 435, N 616, M 466, W 477, O8. ¢ I31). Zuyyevég Tipog ta doce eival to
6kKoG = opBalude. Amd auté mpoépxetal To Ativikd oculus-i, To YaMikd oeil, To takikd occhio, To ayyAikd eye kal To yeppavikd auge.

3. O Ounpog petaxeipiCetar yia toug omovéuloug, kar 1diaftepa yia Toug omovoiAoug tou auxéva, didgopoug dpoug. Na mapddeiyua, yia tov
TIPWTO QUXEVIKG aTOVOUAO XpnolpoTiolel T @pdon «veiatov actpdyalovy (IA. = 466). Emiong, e tov dpo «agpovduliovy (N Y 483) avapépeta
oe omévouho Tou Tpaxrhou, kat' avtiBeon mpog toug dAoug amovduloug tng pdxng (1. Mapaokeudg, 2000).
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Table: Etymology of anatomical terms for the head and neck

Name
Earliest Reference

Etymology/
Paretymology

Bibliography

Kephale

Kegpahi

Head

(in the sense of a person or
individual:

Il.3.227,8.281, I'1. 55,
18.82; Od. |6. 557, 4. 262)
(in the sense of life: II. 4.
162, 17.242; Od. 2. 237)

from the Indo-European root *ghebh(e)l =
head (n. I)

or from karphale (kapoahf = dry), because it
is dry and bony

Babiniotis, p. 671
Meletius, p. 52
Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 8|

Kara

Kdpa

Head

(lonic form: képn, kare)
(I 1.530, 3. 43, 16. 261)

kera (képa = hair)

or krata (kpdta, kpdtog = mastery), because it
is the chief part

Etymologikon to mega, p. 45
Meletius, p. 52

Kranion from the Indo-European root *ker-0- (head), Babiniotis, p. 728
Kpaviov from krainein (kpaivelv) = to reign over the Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
Skull whole body 342
(II. 8. 84) Etymologikon to mega, p. 535
or from kara, karaneion Zonaras, p. 1255
(kdpa, kapaveiov = head)
Prosopon pros opa (Tpog wra): before the eyes = the Pantazidou, p. 56|
Mpoéowmov first visible part of the human body Babiniotis, p. | 181
Face Etymologikon to mega, p. 691
(I 13.212, 9. 373, or from proso tous opas echein (mpdow toug | Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 1203

18.24, 15. 147; Od. 18.
192, 22. 405; Hesiod,
Works and Days 62)

wmag éxev), having the eyes in front (because
only the human face has eyes in front rather
than at the sides)

Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 94

Trachelos

TpdxnAog

Neck

(Euripides, The Suppliants .
716)

trecho (tpéxw) = to run, due to its rapid
movements

or from trachys + helos (tpaxig + fAog) =
having rough studs, this part being bony.

Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
533
Etymologikon to mega, p. 764

Auchen

Auxrv

Neck

(I1.7.12; Od. 22. 559;
Hesiod, Works and Days
813)

ochos (6xog) = chariot, which carries the
head

or from auchmos (auxpdg) = dry place, (auo,
avw = to make dry) - auchmen - auchen

(auxprv - auxrjv), the driest part of the body

or from aucheo (auxéw) = to boast

Etymologikon to mega, p. 174
Zonaras, p. 342
Pantazidou, p. |15

Anthereon

AvBepenv

Chin

(the area under the beard)
(I 1.501, 3. 372, 5. 293)

from antheo (avBéw) = to bloom or flourish,
because that is where the hairs of the beard
chiefly flourish

Pantazidou, p. 70
Etymologikon to mega, p. |74

Blepharon

BAépapov

Eyelid

(Doric form: glepharon,
yAépapov)

(Il 10. 187, Od. 9. 389,
17.490, 23. 33, 20. 54;
Aeschylus, Agamemnon |5;
Sophocles, Antigone 1302;
Euripides, Cyclops 673)

blepo (BAémw) = to see

or blepearon (BAeméapov) = eyelid, from aron
+ blepe (dpov + BAéme) = raise + see,
because on raising it we see

Chantraine, p. 180

Liddell-Scott, I, p. 494

Pantazidou, p. 128

Etymologikon to mega, p. 199 Etymologicum
Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p. 27
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Brechmos

Bpexpog

Top of the head

(II. 5. 586)

- Bregma

Bpéypa
Batrachomyomachia, 231)

brecho (Bpéxw) = to wet,
because this is the first part of
the head to be wetted by the
rain, or because this bone is
slower to calcify, making it wet
and soft.
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Chantraine, p. 195

Etymologikon to mega, p. 212

Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 34
Liddell-Scott, I, p. 507

Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 237

Gnathos

l'vdBog

Jaw

poetic forms: yvabpdg,
gnathmos (Od. 18. 29,

20. 347; Euripides, Medea
1201)

lévug, genys (Il 1. 416;
Od. I1.320)

perhaps from gnamptos (yvapmmog) =
bendable

Etymologikon to mega, p. 235, 297
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
297

Zonaras, p. 444

Glene

FAfvn

Pupil, Eyeball

(Il 14. 494; Od. 9. 390)

glausso (yAaloow) = to gleam

glaukopis (yAaukamic) = an epithet of Athena
(eg Il 1.206, 2. 166), bright-eyed, with gleam-
ing eyes

Etymologikon to mega, p. 233
Pantazidou, p. 14|

Glossa

Maoca

Tongue

(Od. 3. 332, 341; Hesiod,
Works and Days 707)

perhaps from glochis (yAwxic) = a point, tip

or from gnosin agousa (yvwolv dyouoa) =
making known [what is in the mind]

Chantraine, p. 230
Liddell-Scott, Ill, p. 535
Etymologikon to mega, p. 235

Encephalos

Eyxépalog

Brain

(Il 3.300; Od. 9. 290, 45;
Aristophanes, Clouds 1276)

ho en kephale (o ev kepahr)) =
that which is inside the head

or from keisthai ta fae (eioBal ta @dn) =
where the eyes lie

Liddell-Scott, II, p. 21|

Pantazidou, p.179

Etymologikon to mega, p. 310

Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 57

Episkynion

Emokuviov

Skin of the brows

(Il 17. 136; Aristophanes,
Frogs 823; Theocritus,
Idylls 24)

from the root SKY (2KY) — skytos - skylon =
skin, by metathesis of | and n.

Epi + skynia (el + okivia) = eyebrows), the
skin around the eyebrows

epi + skyzo (enf + okilw) = to scow!

Chantraine, p. 360

Pantazidou, p. 237

Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
505

Etymologikon to mega, p. 364

Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 508

Inion isnion (1oviov) from is (i) = wide sinew, Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.

Iviov because the sinews pass through there 290

Nape of the neck Liddell-Scott, II, p. 529

(I.5. 73, 14. 495) Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 625
Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 76
Meletius, p. 54

Krotaphos from korsen (képonv), korsaphos - kortaphos | Pantazidou, p. 376

Kpdtagog - krotaphos Babiniotis, p. 735

Temples Liddell-Scott, II, p. 781

(Il 4. 502, 15. 609 ; krotos + -phos (pdtog + -@og) = strike or Meletius, p. 54

Od. 11. 319, 18.378)

throb, because they throb as they pulse

or because he who strikes them, dies and is
stunned

Etymologikon to mega, p. 54|

Laimos

Aaipog

Neck, throat

(I 13. 388, 19. 209;
Od. 22. 15)

Toépog 12, No 2, 201 1/Vol 12, No 2, 201 |

lamos (Adpog) = a cleft or gorge
or from laein (Adev) = to enjoy

or from lapto (Admw) = to lap

Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 778
Pantazidou, p. 384

Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 94
Etymologikon to mega, p. 558
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Deire dero (6épw) = to skin or flay Etymologikon to mega, p. 262

Aeipn the area from which animals are first skinned Meletius, p. 91

Neck/throat Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
(Homeric term) 341

(I:3.371, 13.202;

Od. 23. 208)

Laucanie from the root lap/laph (Aam/Aao), laphysso Etymologikon to mega, p. 558

Aaukavin (Aaguoow) = to gulp or swallow greedily Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 783

Throat cf. laphygmos (Aaguypdc) = greed

(Homeric term) (Il. 22. 325)

Metopon
Métwmov
Forehead
(I 13. 615, 15. 102,
16. 70, 798, 23. 396)

meta + ops (ueta + wy) = eye, face

or from hyperopon (umépwmov) = that which
is above the eyes

Pantazidou, p. 423

Babiniotis, p. 853
Etymologikon to mega, p. 581
Liddell-Scott, IIl, p. 149
Meletius, p. 54

Daremberg, p. 40

Odous

Oboug

Tooth

(found in Homer and
Hesiod as erchos odonton,
gpkog 0doviwv = fence of
the teeth)

from the root DA (AA),
edo (£6w) = to eat
or daio (6aiw) = to divide or cut up

Pantazidou, p. 423
Etymologikon to mega, p. 615
Liddell-Scott, IIl, p. 270

(II. 4. 350, 9. 409;

Od. 1. 64, 3. 230)

Omma from the root OP (Ol) = eye Babiniotis, p. 974
‘Oppa (opma - ommatio) Liddell-Scott, Ill, p. 306
Eye Pantazidou, p. 466

(I.3.217; Od. 5. 492)
(n.2)

Ophthalmos

O@Balpdg

Eye

(I 24. 204, Od. 19. 21 1;
Aristophanes, Clouds 363)

from the root OP (Ol) = eye
opon thalamoi = chambers of the eyes

Babiniotis, p. 1010
Liddell-Scott, Ill, p. 391
Pantazidou, p. 492
Zonaras, p. 1489

Ous

Oug

Ear

(Cretan & Laconian
aus-aution)

(112,442, 11. 109,
18.272,22. 454, 10. 535;
Od. 12.200;

Aeschylus, Persians 605;
Sophocles, Antigone | 188)

auo (alw) = to shout, by transformation of a
into o.

Etymologikon to mega, p. 639
Babiniotis, p. 245
Liddell-Scott, Ill, p. 385

Ophrys opophryes (WMOQEUEG) Etymologikon to mega, p. 644
Oppug = eye-guards, because they guard the eyes Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. |17
Eyebrow from rain and sweat Zonaras, p. 1490
(Il 16. 740, 13. 88, |. 528;
Od. 16. 164) or epi ton opon phyomenoi (eni Twv wmwv
@udpevol) = growing above the eyes
Pareia from para + eimi (mapd + eip) Liddell-Scott, IIl, p. 476
Mapeid = to be beside = the side of the face Scarlatus Byzantius, p. 1012
Cheek
(Il3.35 Od. 2. 153;

Aeschylus, Persians 400,
Sophocles, Antigone 783,
1239)
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Ris

Pig

Nose

(I.5.291; Od. 4. 445)

rheo (péw) = to flow, because the secretions
of the head flow from it

109

Etymologikon to mega, p. 704

Stoma

Ztépa

Mouth

(Doric form: styma, otipa)
(Il 14. 467

Theocritus, Idylls 29 1. 25)

temno - toma - stoma (Tépvw — TOa -
otéua) = to cut or divide,

either because it is used to cut food or
because it is the only divided part of the face

Etymologikon to mega, p. 728

Pantazidou, p. 597

Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 145
Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
512

Zonaras, p. 1678

Sphondylos
Z@bvduhog
Vertebra

(I\. 20. 483) (n. 3)

esphichthai (eogixBar)
= to twist

Etymologikon to mega, p. 739
Zonaras, p. 1695

Hyperoa hyperoa (urepwya) = having an upper storey Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, pp. 145, 155
Ynepwa (lit. above the ground, used of buildings) Etymologikon to mega, p. 780
Palate
(II. 22. 495) or hyper + eroe (uriép + epwrj) = flow
(where food flows from)
Hypopion hypo + ops (umd + wy) Pantazidou, p. 656
Ynomov = the area under the eyes (cheekbones) Etymologikon to mega, p. 784
Area under the eyes,
cheekbones
(Il 12. 463)
Phaea from the root PHA (®A), Pantazidou, p. 66|
®dea (phao, pdw = to shine) Etymologicum Graecae Linguae Gudianum, p.
Eyes = shining eyes 547

(Homeric term)
(Od. 22. 15, 17.39, 19. 417)

Meletius, p. 68

Pharynx

®dpuyg

(Od. 9. 373, 19. 480;
Euripides, Cyclops 215)

From the root PHAR, pharo (PAP, @dpw) =
to cleave the earth with a plough (pharanx)

or from phero (pépw) = to bring or lead
pheretai to pneuma (pépetal To mvelpa), the
breath is drawn

Etymologikon to mega, p. 160
Pantazidou, p. 662
Orion Thebanus, Etymologicon, p. 161

Cheilos

Xeilog

Lip

(Il 22. 495; Od. 18. 21;
Avristophanes, Achames 459)

from the root CHA, chazomai
(XA — xdlopar) = to gape or
yawn

or from chaiein logous
(xafeiv Adyoug) = to utter words

Pantazidou, p. 686
Etymologikon to mega, p. 81|

Ops

Qy

Eye, face

(I.9. 373, 15. 147,
Od. 22. 405)

Notes

opto (rmw) = to see

Etymologikon to mega, p. 81|

[. The common root *ghebh(e)l has taken different forms in each Indo-European language: Latin caput, [talian capo, Old German gebal, Old
Scandinavian gafl (forehead), Gothic haubit, English head, German haupt, etc.
2. Osse (600g) Homeric term in the dual number, meaning “both eyes” (Il. 13.435, 13. 616, 12. 466, 23,477, Od. 6. 131). A related terms is occos
(Kkkog), meaning “eye", from which are derived the Latin oculus-i, French oeil, ltalian occhio, English eye and German auge.

3. Homer uses various terms for the vertebrae, particularly the cervical vertebrae. For instance, the first cervical vertebra is termed the “last verte-
bra" (neiaton astragalon, vefatov aotpdyadov (Il. 14. 466). He also uses the term sphondylion (ll. 20. 483) for a cervical vertebra, as opposed to the
other dorsal vertebrae (G. Paraskevas, 2000).
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2YZHTHXH

Etupoloyia eival n avadrtnon tou «etdpouy, dnAadn
MG aAnBols mpogheuong pIag AENG wG TPOG N
HOE®A Kal TN onpaoia tng, avixveUoviag TG HETABOAEG
TIOU €X€l UTTOOTE( OTO TIEPAOPA TOU XPOVOU.

«Etupodoyia eoti to €€ autri ¢ Tou mMEdyuatog
ovopaoiag EUPIoKeV TV autou gounveiav kal to
b1d 1 oUtw¢ ovoudletary.

(Qpiwvog ©nPaiou, Mepi etuporoyiwy katd otol-
xefov, oeh. 173).

Emeidn autd Sev eival mdvta duvatd, éxouv mpotabef
KaTd KalipoUg SIAQOPES TIAPETUHOAOYIES yia TNV TIPOE-
Aeuon twv Aé€ewv.

Ané toug 36 avatopikolg dpoug TIoU avapépovtdi
otov TTivaka ol 29 xpnoiyorolovial JéXpl Ofpepa pe
naparniriola évvola. Or umdAoimor pmopel va pnv epea-
viCovtal otn olyxpovn Iatpikr opoloyia pe tnv idia
pop®r, aMd emPikvouv o didpopoug TUTToUG TNV
IatpIkr Kar otnv kaBopihoupévn. Q¢ mapddelyua pro-
POUNE VA QVAPEPOULE TNV OPNPIKA AEEN W, TTOU €Xel
TN ONPaoia Tou MPEOCWTMOU aMd Kal TwV oPOAAUWY,
amavtd &g Pévo og amauk mwon (eig ona 19éobar =
va pe dei oto mpodowro O&. x 405, eig wra €oikev =
poidCer ot oyn IA T 158). O tinog epgpaviCetar oe
moMoUG 1atpikolg dpoug (TTX. Py = autdg Tou
piooKAgivel Ta pdua), aMd kar otnv kaBopihoupévn
(kaMwTiCw = @udxvw tnv oyn). Emiong, o ounpikdg
0po¢ vyia tov Aaiud Oeipr] emPiwvel oTIG OUYXPOVES
Ae€eic mepidépaio, exdopd K.d.

Efval onpavtkd oty 1atpik y\wooa va yvwpiCoupe
amd mou TMPoEPXoVTal Of AEEEIC Kal o1 GPOI TTOU XPNal-
oroloUpe  kaBnuepivd:  «Crck  paideUsewj T tin
Nnom£twn ™p. .. skeyij», dmiwg Mel o Eniiintog (Aiatpl-
Bai BIBA. A, kep. |7, map. 12).

H xpnoipdtnta g IatpikG opoloyiag otnv IatpIkn
exmaideuon amodidetal atov Immokpdn;:

«Avaykaiotaro ouv ToIG TNV IATPIKAV TEXVAV av-
Odvouor mpobidaxBrjval v otoIxeiwo wG Xon
KaMelv ékaotov pdplov Tou owuatog kar ydp o Oei-
otarog Inmokpdtng ev tw mepl oMWV Twv Katd
dvBpwrrov pnoiv oltws. Ploig S owuarog apxi
TOU &V IaTPIKT) ASyouy»

(Poupou Egeoiou, [lepl ovopaociag twv tou
avBpwrou popiwy, oeh. 22).

H mpoogopd tou de autr ToviCetar kar and tov Epw-
Tavo:

«...€Tel yéyovev avijp ounpikoG v @edon, Kai
NV ovouaroroliav suxeprig, meplypdyar kai Sidvor-
av IKavog, Kai te KoIViG Kai €1 ToAMoUg mmrodong

KovooAdxkn E. kar ouv./Konsolaki E. et al.

DISCUSSION

Etymology is the search for the “etymon”, ie. the true
derivation of a word as regards its form and meaning,
tracing the changes to which it has been subjected over
time.

“Etymology is the practice of discovering, through
the name of a thing, its meaning and why it is called
thus.”

(Orion Thebanus, De Etymologiae p. 173).

Since this is not always possible, various paretymologies
(or “folk etymologies) have been proposed for the
derivation of words at different times.

Of the 36 anatomical terms set out in the table, 29 are
still in use today with similar meanings. The remainder
may not appear in modem medical terminology in the
same form, but they survive in various forms both in
medicine and in everyday Modermn Greek. One exam-
ple is the Homeric term ops (wy), which means both
face and eyes, and is found only in the accusative case
(eis opa idesthai, eig wmna 15é00ar = to look me in the
face, Od. 22. 405; eis opa eoiken, eig wra €oikev = of
similar features, Il. 3. 158). This form is found in many
medical terms (e.g. myops, whence “myopic’ = he who
has his eyes half-shut) and also in everyday Modem
Greek (kallopizo, kaMwiCw = to beautify one's face).
The Homeric term for the throat, deire (Seipry) also
survives in Modern Greek perideraio (necklace), ekdo-
ra (excoriation), etc.

It is important that we should know the derivation of
the medical terms and words we use every day: “the
beginning of education is the examination of words”, as
Epictetus says (Discourses Book |, ch. |7, para. 12).
The use of medical terminology in medical education is
attributed to Hippocrates:

"It Is absolutely necessary that those learning the art
of medicine should first be taught the order of what
each part of the body should be called, for the
most divine Hippocrates said so in his works on
man. The nature of the body is the beginning of
medical language.”

(Rufus of Ephesus, On the Names of the Parts of
the Human Body, p. 22).

The contribution of Hippocrates is also stressed by
Erotian:

“..because he was Homeric in expression and had
great ease in creating words, he was skilled in descri-
ption and thought and in selecting the most appro-
priate from among common and much-used words”
(Erotian, Verbum Hippocraticarum Collectio)
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Newe exAéEaoBar v kupiwtépavy

(.. emmeidn) urmMpPEe oPNPIKGG OTNV €KPEAacn Kai eixe
HeyAAn eukolia otn dnuioupyia AéEewy, ftav Ika-
VoG OTnV TTEPIYPAQH Kal 0T OKEYN KAl OTo va M-
Aéyel amd TG KOIVEG Kal TTOAUXpnoteg AEEeIg TV
KataMnAdtepn)

(Epwuavoy, Twv map' Immokpdtel AéEewv ouvayw-

i)

O ApIoToTéNG, dpwG, ATav eKeivog TToU TIPWTOG UTTE-
Sei&e otoug 1atpoug v avaykaidtntd e

«IMPWTOG pev 0 AplototéAng uméhape to diddEal te
Kal ouyypdyal avaykaiov Og Kal TOIG JETAYEVEDTE-
POIG Iatpoi €d5oe kal autolic Ta autd mpayuatel-
eobal dnwg un v xeipa emeépovieg SeIkvUiwov
€KAOTOV TWV PHEPWV 1) TwV Hopiwv aMd ek TG ovo-
paoiag autdpkn €xwalv TNV SRAWOIV AUtV
(Khaudiou F'ahnvou, Eioaywyr 1} 1atpdg, Keg. 1)

2 UPMEPAoATIKA, UITOPOUE va TIOUHE OT &N TwV OVo-
pdtwv emiokedigy amoteAel dia onpavukd Tuxn g
EKTIAISEUONG TNG IATPIKAG KOIVOTNTAG KAl ) TTapousiaon
TWV TTPOTAOEWV ETUPOAGYNONG AVATOUIKWY OpwV OUp-
BdMer oto otdxo auto.
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